A NEW WORLD INDUSTRY
possible to start manufacturing in that country. As has already
been mentioned, nitro-glycerine was first imported into England
from the Kriimmel factory. On the I3th February, 1866, while
Alfred Nobel was on a visit to England in order to introduce the
new explosive, T. Winkler wrote to him to say that in accordance
with his instructions a consignment of twelve cases containing
25 pounds each was being despatched to London, and on the 26th
February of that year, a further consignment of " oil, percussion
caps, and cartridge cases " (presumably soft cases for use in bore
holes, for putting in a charge of nitro-glycerine explosive) was
despatched. Nobel visited London again in April of that year,
on his way to America, and tried to arrange for the establishment
of a nitro-glycerine dump near London.
It appears that in the beginning nitro-glycerine found its most
important market in the stone quarries of North Wales, where two
quarries alone consumed nine tons of explosive between the years
1866 and 1868, although, owing to the cost of transport, its price
was very high, being 33. 3d. a pound, as compared with 4jd. for
ordinary blasting powder.
The disasters of 1866 caused by the spontaneous combustion of
nitro-glycerine had produced grave misgivings in England, and it
required years of patient endeavour on Nobel's part, and demon-
strations and lectures on the newly-discovered dynamite, to en-
lighten public opinion as to its nature. On the I4th July, 1867, he
personally carried out a series of experiments in the quarry at
Merstham, near RedMU, in Surrey. A large gathering of eminent
persons was present, including leaders in the mining industry,
quarrying, in road construction and in water works. It appears
from the reports of contemporary English technical periodicals
that Nobel first demonstrated that charges of dynamite could be
ignited and burned without exploding. Then a case containing
ten pounds of dynamite was placed on a pile of wood and burnt,
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